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 SOC Wrap 
What makes a good evaluation? (Part I) 
The Assessment unit of Child 
Mental Health receives many 
referrals for many reasons 
and from various referral 
agents.  An evaluation is a 
comprehensive understanding 
of the biological and 
psychological elements of 
the person’s history and 
current functioning.  It is 
important for the clinician to 
begin an assessment on a 
positive note with the client.  
One way of accomplishing 
this is to ask the client what 
they love to do and what 
they are good at and then 

work with those strengths 
throughout the evaluation.   
Clinicians are only able to get 
a small snapshot of a client 
during the evaluation. A good 
evaluator will examine not 
only the client, but outside 
informational sources of 
information on the youth 
and family as well in order 
to create holistic , 
comprehensive, effective 
service plans.  
 
More tips on this topic to 
follow in May’s issue!` 
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Quote Corner:    
Quote Corner:    
 

“A sudden, bold, and 
unexpected question 
doth many times 
surprise a man and lay 
him open.” 

~Francis Bacon 

March Trivia Answers: In 1892, James Naismith was ordered to create an indoor game for gym class 
at Springfield College to provide 18 rowdy young men with a distraction from the miserable winter. Players 
first dribbled a soccer ball and scored points by landing the ball in a peach basket. In 1896 University of 
Chicago defeated University of Iowa 15-12 in the first college basketball game.  

SOC Wrap is a publication of the Delaware Children’s Department SOC in Action Work Group 

1. ADAD    5. EPSDT 
2. OHIO (Scales)   6. CAS 
3. SENSS    7. PAC 
4. FAF    8. LOC 
Answers will be in the May issue  

Use Your Senses 
When Evaluating 

Children & Families 
 

Look-facial expressions 
give insight in to 
underlying feelings 
Listen-benign statements 
may hint at the true 
sources of family 
conflict 
Smell-even faint odors in 
the home or on a person 
may point to substance 
abuse or other issues 
which are not readily 
disclosed in an interview 
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