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IMPORTANT! 
 

• Foster parents who do 
not fully participate in 
trainings will not 
receive credit for 
attending the class! 

• Inappropriate behavior 
during trainings (talking 
on cell phones, 
tardiness, etc.) will not 
be tolerated. 

• Remember, these       
sessions are designed to 
help you. Please        
participate and enjoy! 

My name is Kate Russell and I am your new Volunteer Services Administrator.  I 
joined the Foster Care Unit at the end of November, and I am eager to begin work-
ing with you! 

I’m originally from Delaware and attended the University of Delaware.  I come to 
DFS from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Delaware, specifically the Greater Newark 
Club on Route 40.  Because I enjoy working with adults and kids alike, this is the 
perfect position for me. 

My main focus will be to provide DFS with additional foster parents.  I will also be 
concentrating on educating the community on foster care, working to secure goods 
and services for you and your families, and supporting your foster care clusters.  

I’m looking forward to meeting all of you soon!  If I can be of assistance at any 
time, please feel free to contact me at katherine.russell@state.de.us or 302-633-
2643.  

Happy Holidays! 

  NEWSLETTER CONTENT 
the first time, I want to 
know about it!  Let’s use 
this newsletter as a forum 
to get the  positives of 
foster care out there. 

Please send all info my 
way - 302-633-2643 or 
katherine.russell@ 
state.de.us 

 

 

 

 

Hopefully you find this 
newsletter informative 
and useful, but wouldn’t 
it be great if it could be 
more personal? 

I would love to include 
your news!  Please send 
comments, suggestions, 
and content my way. 

Ideally, I would like to 
see one page per county.  
If your cluster held an 
event or if your child 
made the honor roll for 

Winter 2007/2008 

Foster Parent  
Cluster Newsletter 

A NEW ADDITION TO THE DFS FAMILY! 



 

 

NEWS YOU CAN USE! 
CLUSTERS - JOIN TODAY! 

ATTENTION! 
 NCC Foster Parents 

 
Join the NCC Foster/Adoptive Family 

Association in celebrating Martin Luther 
King’s birthday. Learn about diversity and 

earn one training credit. 
 

Thursday, January 17th 
Simpson United Methodist Church 

300 E. Basin Rd., New Castle  
 

RSVP to Linda Hartzel at 239-6243 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

Hockessin, Pike Creek, & Stanton: 
Doris Hicks - 302-740-5946 

North Wilmington & Claymont:       
Cynthia Boyd - 250-2288 

South Wilmington:  
Peg Draper  - 399-8779  
Mary Bradley - 655-5421 

New Castle: 
Eddi Ashby - 575-1046 

Bear, Middletown, Townsend, &  
Odessa: VACANT 

Newark:   
Cheryl Hollingsworth - 454- 0339 

 

 

KENT COUNTY 

Smyrna: Pam Barr - 659-5031 

Camden: 
Elliot & Lela Hardin - 697-7538 
North Dover: 
Tameka Crawford - 736-6072 

South Dover: 
Parris & Heidi Patten - 284-7500  

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Seaford: Monica Sheets - 628-8900 

Lincoln: 
Norma Larimore - 422-0576  
 

Greenwood: 
Kim Disharoon - 858-8073 

Bridgeville: Toya Roberts - 337-8544 

Did you know that DFS offers a 
built-in support network for foster 
families?   

This network, or cluster, is made up 
of foster parents just like you who 
need some support. Cluster meetings 
offer a chance to meet others, 
network with respite care providers 
and form support groups.   

Contact your Cluster Facilitator   
today for more information! If there 
is a vacancy in your area, please  
consider taking over and contact 
your coordinator for more 
information. 

 

REMINDER - CHAIN OF COMMAND 
 

In a planned emergency, remember to call and account for the 
children in your care through the following chain of command: 

Coordinator→Supervisor→Assistant Regional 
Administrator→Regional Administrator 

In an unplanned emergency, call the Child Abuse Report Line 
to report your whereabouts (1-800-292-9582.) Also, keep your 
emergency location contacts up-to-date with your coordinator. 

Return your contact forms today! 

YMCA OFFERS REDUCED MEMBERSHIPS FOR FOSTER FAMILIES 

The Delaware YMCA is proud to offer FOSTERING FUTURES: a Foster Care Financial 
Assistance Program. Through this program, foster families are able to obtain a YMCA membership 
at a greatly reduced cost. See your Foster Care Coordinator for more information and join today! 

“One kind word can warm three winter months.” -Japanese proverb 
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FAMOUS PEOPLE WITH JAN.  1 BIRTHDAYS! 

Paul Revere, Revolutionary  messenger - 1735 

Betsy Ross, American flag creator - 1752 

J. Edgar Hoover, FBI Director - 1895 
J.D. Salinger, author - 1919 

Marcia Cross, actress - 1961 

Famke Janssen, model/actress - 1964 

Morris Chestnut , actor - 1969 

Verne Troyer, actor - 1969 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
(Around the World) 

 

Arabic:  Kul'aam u antumsalmoun 
Chinese:  Chu Shen Tan 
French:  Bonne Annee 
German:  Prosit Neujahr 
Hebrew:  L'Shannah Tovah Tikatevu 
Italian:  Buon Capodanno 
Polish:  Szczesliwego Nowego Roku 
Russian:  S Novim Godom 
Spanish:  Feliz Ano Neuvo  
Vietnamese:  Cung-Chuc TanXuan  

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 
2008 is fast approaching and with the new year come New Year’s resolutions! Spend 
some time with your family this New Year’s holiday coming up with a few 
resolutions. For adults, the classics include: losing weight, saving more money, going 
back to school, quitting smoking, finding a better job and reducing stress. But how 

about coming up with some alternative resolutions? For example, take some time for yourself or take a 
vacation! Just remember that whatever you choose, the most important aspect of a New Year’s 
resolution is setting an achievable goal. 

KIDS  CAN MAKE NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS TOO! 
Every parent should encourage 
their kids to make a few New 
Year’s resolutions of their own. 

Here’s a great sample list from the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
for different age groups: 

Kids, 2 to 4-years-old 

•Clean up my toys 
•Wash my hands before eating 
•Brush my teeth twice a day 

Kids, 5 to 12-years-old 

•Drink more milk and water and  
 less soda and juice 

•Wear my helmet when bicycling 
•Wear my seat belt every time I   
 get in a car  
•Be nice to other kids - everyone  
 could use another friend 
•Keep my personal information     
personal, never give out informa-
tion over the Internet or phone. 

Teens, 13-years-old and up 
•Attempt to make healthy food    
 choices 
•Spend at most 2 hours on TV  
 and video games  
•Help my community through  

 volunteer work 
•Wipe negative "self talk" (i.e. "I  
 can't do it" or "I'm so dumb") out  
 of my vocabulary. 
•Talk out my problems 
•Treat myself and others with       
 respect 
•Choose friends & dates carefully 

Thank you for providing a home for our children in 2007/2008! 
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CLUSTER HOLIDAY 
CELEBRATIONS 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY 

New Castle County foster families were treated to a wonderful holiday 
Celebration, courtesy of the New Castle Jaycees. The party took place on 
Saturday, December 8, at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Newark.     
University of Delaware’s a capella group, the Deltones, performed while families 
enjoyed pizza donated by Pat’s. Afterward, Santa and one of his elves gave out 
tons of gifts!  We also celebrated a birthday with a delicious birthday cake!  
Everyone left that night in the holiday spirit! 

KENT COUNTY 

Foster families in Kent County got into the holiday spirit by celebrating at 
Kent’s holiday party!  The celebration, organized by Foster Home 
Coordinators and Cluster members, was held at Delaware State University 
on Friday, December 7. Families enjoyed delicious food, games and crafts - 
all provided by DSU staff and students. Later that evening, children got a 
chance to sit on Santa’s lap, get their pictures taken and receive gifts. Raffle 
prizes and a DJ added to the fun!  A wonderful time was had by all! 

SUSSEX COUNTY 

Sussex county foster families were filled with holiday cheer during their party at 
Sussex Technical High School on Saturday, December 8. Children were able to 
decorate ornaments and gingerbread mean and a beautiful tree was on display. 
Wonderful gifts were given to all the children and our gracious foster parents 
donated lunch and desserts. The party was great fun for all in attendance! 
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Special thanks to Delaware State University, Kent County Foster Home 
Coordinators and Cluster Facilitators, the Christmas Committee and all our donors! 

Special thanks to the NCC Foster/Adoptive Parent Association, New Castle Jaycees, 
Pat’s Pizza, New Castle Wal-Mart, UD’s Deltones and the Pasricha family! 

Special thanks to Sussex County Wal-Marts & Food Lions, Pepsi, WAWA, TCBY, Ellendale, Laurel, Greenwood and 
Bridgeville Fire Companies, Howard Crew, Christiana Care, Outback, Kirby & Holloway, Ellendale Rotarian Club, 
Hollywood Tans, Subway, Quiznos, Olive Garden, Red Lobster, Sussex Realtors, Sussex Tech High, Book Warehouse, Ace 
Hardware, Allison's, Bob Evans, Ruby Tuesday, Applebees, and many more!  

Kent County Coordinators 

Santa & his elf 

The Cake 



 

 

KIDS PAGE! 

SNOW          SNOWMAN FROST 
COSY          EVERGREEN BLUSTERY 
FIRE          GLOVES  LIGHTS 
SCARF         ROBIN  COAT 
HAT          HOLLY 

Birth: Born October 1, 1962 in Brooklyn, NY. His parents, both 
immigrants from Puerto Rico, were divorced when he was a child. He was 
immersed in his Puerto Rican community and, until the age of five, spoke 
only Spanish.  

Foster Care Experience: After seeing Al Pacino in “Dog Day Afternoon,” 
Esai knew he wanted to be an actor. He and his mother strongly disagreed 
on the topic and Esai ran away from home. He became a ward of the state 
and was placed in several group homes and foster homes 

Claim to Fame: Esai’s breakout role was opposite Sean Penn in 
“Badboys.” He also had a staring role in the long running series, “NYPD 
Blue.” 

Fun Fact: Esai is the voice of “Papi” on Nickolodeon’s “Dora the 
Explorer!” 

Spotlight on Celebrity Foster Kids: Esai Morales 

Winter Crossword Puzzle 

N F C S R F S G Y T 

E A R N E Y R S S L 

E B M O O C E A O O 

R I L W S V M T C T 

G O A U O T A H N S 

R C B L S N H V T H 

E M G I C T S G L O 

V R R O N A E E I L 

E H I I N O L R S L 

C R I F L C T Y Y Y 
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 “I th
ink that as an actor th

ere’s 

too much focus paid on what 

we’re wearing and what we’re 

doing. It’
s ju

st so
 superficial. So I 

try to take some of th
at attention 

and refocus it 
where it b

elongs, 

which is t
he issu

es.” 



 

 

In order to help caseworkers and foster parents work together for the good 
of their children, DFS has compiled a list of information that should be 
shared between workers and families.  Please read the following lists 
carefully and contact your caseworker with any questions. 

Information to be shared by the worker to the foster parent*: 

• All information on the child including what is included in the placement packet 

• Reasons why the child came into foster care 

• What the child has experienced prior to coming into care 

• Any child issues in previous placements 

• General information on whether the biological parents are making progress 

• Issues arising from visits 

• Medical, dental, counseling, and school information 

• Child’s current goal 

• What occurred during court hearings related to the child’s plan 

• Any next steps 

*Some information is federally protected & cannot be shared - i.e. mental health status, substance abuse treatment, etc. 

Information to be shared by the foster parent to the worker: 

• Child’s adjustments and behavior 

• Visitation that may have occurred and feedback 

• Medical, dental, school, and/or counseling information 

• New behaviors and issues 

• Situations in the foster home that may impact the child 

• Any services the foster parent believes the child may need 
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INFORMATION SHARING 

Coming Next Newsletter: 
 

• An explanation of the process of 
scheduling hearings 

• Timelines to permanency 



 

 

 

CELEBRATE  
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 

WITH  
SANFORD SCHOOL! 

 
 
 
 
 

Sanford school 3rd graders invite all foster children in 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd grades to attend a special celebration in honor of  the                  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. 
 

Children will participate in art projects, watch a movie, and make 
new friends during this special day. 

 
DFS Staff  will chaperone the children during the celebration on  
Monday, January 21st from 8:30am-2:30pm.  Lunch is provided! 

 
Pick-up locations will be at Frawley Stadium in Wilmington and   

Victory Christian Fellowship Church in New Castle.  
 

Hope to see you there! 
 

For more information and to RSVP, please contact                         
Kate Russell at 633-2613 today. 

 



 

 

State of Delaware 
The Department of Services for Children, Youth and Their Families 
Division of Family Services 
1825 Faulkland Road 
Wilmington, DE  19805 
370630 
“Official Business, Penalty For Private Use $300” 
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