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Minutes 
 

In attendance:  David Jones, Andrea Mills, Ron Keen, Valerie Smythe, Tracy Condon, 
Lisa DiStefano, Bonita Lee, Mike Kersteter, James Welch, Janet Leban, John Stevenson, 
Dennis Rozumalski, Annette Miller, Joni Silverstein, Aileen Fink, Jen Gaydos, Susan 
Burns, Carlyse Giddins, Vivian Rapposelli, Martha Claverie, Mitch Rock, Jill Walters, 
Jan Jurden, Susan Cycyk, Tim Brandau, Terry Senio, Alison McGonigal. 

 
The meeting began with introductions at 10am.   
 
Priorities for 2010 
At their January meeting, the Leadership team reviewed the focus areas established in 
2009 and set the priorities for 2010.  Alison McGonigal provided a brief overview of the 
priorities.    
 
School Discipline- The JJC will support the Department of Education and the 
recommendations of the School Discipline task force, including legislative 
recommendations and advocacy for training and other school-based supports. 
 
Legislation- Chief Magistrate Davis is currently seeking sponsors for the amended 1007 
legislation.  The JJC will continue to address legislative needs as they arise. 
 
Superior Court-  The Superior Court subcommittee raised concerns regarding mental 
health services for youth housed in the Young Criminal Offender program in HRYCI.  
The group reported that services are provided while the offender is in prison, but services 
are limited in the community.  Jim Welch was invited to attend the quarterly meeting to 
discuss mental health services for this population. 
The detention population of Superior Court involved youth is steadily decreasing.  
Therefore, this group will meet as needed regarding population and to facilitate 
information sharing between DOC, Superior Court and the JJC. 
 
Gun Court-  Grant proposals were submitted by all agencies for support of the Gun Court.  
The proposals are currently pending approval by the CJC.  A small group will convene to 
determine data needs. 



 
Truancy- The Truancy subcommittee meets on a quarterly basis and is focused on 
contempt proceedings, progressive sanctioning, sentencing guidelines and the decrease in 
filings over the past two years.  The group may need to consider the impact of the recent 
national decisions regarding Valid Court Orders for status offenses. 
 
DMC- (disproportionate minority contact) - The subcommittee is likely to make great 
strides in examining data and providing advocacy and awareness around DMC within the 
juvenile justice system.  The next meeting is May 19.  The JDAI Team Leader will attend 
the meeting and provide guidance in the development of an action plan and desired 
outcomes.  The committee is seeking a co-chair.  Recommendations for a co-chair should 
be forwarded to Alison. 
 
Community Services Restructuring- status outlined below. 
 
Services for Youth with Limited English Proficiency- status outlined below. 
 
 
Mental Health Services- Jim Welch, Department of Correction 
Jim Welch distributed a summary of the services provided to youth in the YCOP.  The 
issue of service availability often arises once an offender is released from the facility.  It 
has been difficult for the counselors to make community referrals for 16-17 year olds.  
The issue has been that the youth are not eligible for services through DSCYF due to 
their court status and they are not eligible for adult mental health services because of their 
age.  Judge Jurden stated that this needs to be resolved, whether by court order or other 
means.  There was a lengthy discussion about the interpretation of the statute that gives 
authority of the nonamenable juvenile to the Department of Correction while in detention 
status and who has jurisdiction for services once the offender is no longer in detention 
status.  This issue will need to be reviewed by the Departments and legal counsel. (Title 
11, Section 2103A) 
 
Judge Jurden stated that mental health treatment is often a condition of the court order.  A 
question was raised as to how the court is made aware of an offender’s treatment needs at 
the time of sentencing, and how to notify the assigned defense counsel.  While there is a 
need to protect confidentiality, a system needs to be institutionalized so that all parties are 
informed of important information that impacts sentencing. 
 
Susan Cycyk stated that there is a good system of community-based supports and 
providers.  This information will be provided to the Department of Correction. 
 
Jim stated that DOC is in the middle of the RFP process for the entire service system- 
mental health, substance abuse, and medical- for the Level IV and Level V institutions.  
More information will be available by the end of May. 
 
The Mental Health Task Force/Juvenile Subcommittee will also continue to monitor and 
review this issue. 



 
 
Subcommittee Updates 
Community Programs- Carlyse Giddins provided an update on the subcommittee work.  
The subcommittee and workgroups are currently engaged in examining best practices and 
building consensus among stakeholders in moving forward.  The workgroups are also in 
the process of consolidating.  Much of the literature being reviewed focuses on 
adolescent brain development and the impact/outcomes of incarceration.  The 
subcommittee will be recommending that outcome measures, beyond recidivism, be 
developed.  The current workgroups include:  Alternatives to Detention, Level II/III 
Probationary Services and Assessment, Level IV/V Reentry and Transition, and 
Diversion. 
 
Limited English Proficiency- Dawn Williams has agreed to lead this group.  The initial 
meeting was held in January and the group agreed to serve as a forum to discuss the 
recommendations of the US DOJ and the implementation of the recommendations by 
individual agencies and inter-agency collaboration.  The group is reviewing the processes 
and feasibility of document translation, education and training, and interpreter services at 
the initial JP Court hearings and juvenile bail hearings.  The next meeting is scheduled 
for April 9. 
 
Diversion (Civil Citation) - Joni Silverstein provided an update on a recent meeting held 
regarding the civil citation process.  Dr. Lyn Ellsworth will be convening a small group 
to discuss the possibility of implementing the civil citation model in Delaware.  There is 
very strong data from Miami-Dade, Florida to support the effectiveness of this program.  
An issue that may come up in Delaware is the existence of citizen warrants.  Jim Adams 
from the Department of Justice has been designated as the point person for this initiative.   
Joni reported that the intention is for Dr. Ellsworth to map how it could work and if it 
could work in Delaware.  It will be extremely important to have law enforcement buy-in.  
Alison McGonigal will notify Colonel Coupe and Colonel McGowan of the civil citation 
model and upcoming meeting with Dr. Ellsworth. 
 
 
Interstate Compact for Juveniles 
Susan Burns provided an overview of the new rule changes for the Interstate Compact for 
Juveniles.  The rules were approved in December 2009 and became effective March 1.  
The rules can be found via the website: www.juvenilecompact.org. 
 
The ICJ language is in Delaware Code and will be updated this year.  The new rules 
provide the ability for the receiving state to deny the transfer of a youth even if the parent 
resides in the state.  There will likely be a significant impact on youth with Inappropriate 
Sexual Behaviors.  States cannot deny based on the offense, but they are finding other 
ways to deny such as “inadequacies in the home.”  The rules also impact home study 
requirements and processes for handling non-delinquent runaways. 
 

http://www.juvenilecompact.org/�


Susan stated that the new ICJ also requires a State Council, for which we have drafted 
legislation to be introduced this session. 
 
Questions regarding the interstate compact can be sent to: 
Susan Burns  Susan.Burns@state.de.us 
Michele Huntley   Michele.Huntley@state.de.us 
Rose Holmquist          Rose.Holmquist@state.de.us 
 
DYRS Secure Care Update 
Carlyse Giddins reported that the self assessments have been completed for all of the 
residential facilities.  The individual facilities will be developing plans to strengthen the 
overall service delivery of the programs.  NCCDC, Stevenson House, and Ferris School 
will be reviewed for ACA (American Correctional Association) accreditation in the Fall.   
 
The Level IV Cottage staff are attending CBT training during the next two weeks and the 
behavior model will be implemented immediately.  Ferris School staff will receive 
training later this Spring. 
 
Terry Senio and Alison McGonigal provided an update on the Cleveland White School.  
The students and staff are responding positively to the transition.  Vivian Rapposelli 
stated that an open house is being planned for the end of May. 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:30am. 
 
The next Quarterly meeting is scheduled for: 
Wednesday, June 30 
10am-12pm 
DSCYF Administration Building, Room 199 
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