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Spirit of Giving: Children Receive Warm Winter Coats at Seaford Wal-Mart

SEAFORD _ The spirit of holiday giving arrived early at the local Wal-Mart.  More than 50 children in need were able to select new winter coats at no cost to their families.  

This holiday gift was made possible by a private donor who covered the expense of the coats which were offered by Wal-Mart at cost.  The partnership was facilitated by John Hollis, southern region director of the Delaware Community Foundation.  The children invited to choose their coats are currently receiving services from the Delaware Children’s Department.  

“This donation has been a result of our dedicated partnerships in the community,” said Cari DeSantis, cabinet secretary of the Department.  “We had received requests from our workers for new clothing and other special things that our children needed.  Both the donor and Wal-Mart have demonstrated their civic responsibility to support children and families right here in their own community.  Winter is setting in and these children will have a nice, warm coat that they picked out themselves - a new coat just for them!”

On any given day, the Department provides services to approximately 8,200 children who have been abused, neglected, are dependent, have mental health or substance problems, and/or have been adjudicated delinquent by the Courts. Of those children, 86 percent live with their own families. Another 9 percent live with foster families in the community.  

The Department seeks to ensure kids get what they need to succeed even if the State cannot provide it, according to Secretary DeSantis. Under its Dedicated Partnerships initiative, the Department is seeking the support of community and corporate groups to provide children in its care with opportunities for well-rounded development.

“Our vision is to ‘Think of the Child First’ in all we do, but we know we can’t do it all and we can’t do it alone,” said Secretary DeSantis. “The Delaware Community Foundation heard our call for assistance and helped us to make the connection with the donor and Wal-Mart’s Store Manager Louis Citro.  These men responded generously and made it possible for many children to have a warm coat this winter.”
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