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Another Delaware First:

Transitional Housing Program for Juvenile Justice Graduates
WILMINGTON, DE _ Governor Ruth Ann Minner joined Brother Ronald Giannone OFM Cap., executive director of the Ministry of Caring Inc., today to dedicate House of Joseph III, a transitional living program for juveniles who have successfully completed juvenile justice treatment with The Department of Services for Children, Youth and Their Families (The Delaware Children’s Department). The program is thought to be the first of its kind in the nation.
"My administration is committed to preparing children for school, work and life. The House of Joseph III, through public and private resources, provides a much-needed resource to benefit not only the boys involved but the community as a whole,” said Governor Minner. “The Ministry of Caring has chosen once again to fill an unmet need in the community and we are most appreciative of this collaboration." 
The Children’s Department had identified the lack of a supportive home as an obstacle to continued success for boys leaving the Ferris School program, a maximum secure care facility for young males adjudicated delinquent and committed by Family Court.  The Department learned through the Criminal Justice Council of a federal grant opportunity for innovative juvenile justice programming. The House of Joseph III was made possible by a $295,000 federal grant from the Juvenile Accountability Incentive Block Grant (JAIBG) awarded through the CJC.  The program will provide housing for up to five individuals, ages 16-19, who are exiting Ferris School for Boys. The program will allow up to 18 months of residency coupled with a network of supportive services tailored for each individual’s needs including life skills, job placement, substance abuse programming, parenting classes and mental health counseling.  
“The transitional living program is a significant, much-needed antidote to our antiquated system of care that ignores the plight of socially challenged youth,” said Cari DeSantis, cabinet secretary of Services for Children, Youth and Their Families. “The Ministry of Caring’s program will offer safety, stability, self-esteem and a sense of hope for these teens, which is our vision for all children in Delaware. We saw a need, we called for help, and not surprisingly, the Ministry of Caring responded beyond our expectations to allow each young man to maximize his chances for becoming a productive member of the community, rather than a throw-away child.” 
Brother Ronald says challenges for the program still lie ahead. “As we address the needs of the troubled youth who are released from Ferris School into our care, the major barrier will be to overcome the scars of the past,” he said. 
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