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FAMILY CHILD CARE PROPOSED RULES




&

      LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE PROPOSED RULES
The Office of Child Care Licensing (OCCL) is proposing revisions in Delacare: Requirements for Family Child Care Homes and Delacare: Requirements for Large Family Child Care Homes which has not been updated in over 13 years.  Opportunities to hear about the proposed changes and to ask questions and receive clarification will be provided at Informational Meetings.  A schedule of these meeting is located below.

The official required Public Comment Period begins on December 1, 2007 and continues through the end of the business day on January 16, 2008.  During this period, Public Hearings will be held and representatives of OCCL will listen to comments and suggestions.  The schedule for these hearings is also located below.  It is not necessary to be present at these hearings for your ideas and thoughts to be considered.  Written comments may be sent to Office of Child Care Licensing, 1825 Faulkland Road, Wilmington, DE 19805, Attention: Lynn Jezyk, or emailed to Lynn.Jezyk@state.de.us  All comments will be recorded and reviewed and may lead to changes in what will become the new Delacare: Rules for Family Child Care Homes and Delacare: Rules for Large Family Child Care Homes.  

Rule Revision Process

The process of revising Delacare: Requirements for Family Child Care Homes and Delacare: Requirements for Large Family Child Care Homes has been comprehensive.  In June 2007, four focus groups were held, one each in Kent and Sussex Counties and two in New Castle County, consisting of Family Child Care and Large Family Child Care Providers chosen through a random selection basis.  The focus groups were conducted by the National Child Care Information Center, which submitted a report on the findings to the Office of Child Care Licensing.   In July 2007, a survey was sent to every licensed Family Child Care and Large Family Child Care Provider to solicit their input on proposed revisions.  Responses were recorded and an analysis was conducted for common themes in responses.  From August 2007 to October 2007, a task force of Family Child Care Providers, Large Family Child Care Providers, representatives of the Office of Child Care Licensing, subject matter experts, parents, representatives of the Executive and Legislative Branches of State Government and those whose interests could be affected by rule changes met for the purpose of making recommendations for revised revisions.  The task force reviewed the existing requirements as well as information from the findings of the focus groups and Provider surveys and trends and issues noted by the Office of Child Care Licensing.  Applicable research findings, best practice information and trends in regulations of other States were reviewed.  The task force made recommendations that were considered in revising the Rules.  The proposed revisions are a movement toward improving standards that are designed to ensure the health and safety of children in care and enhance the quality of their experience so they will be better prepared to succeed in school and life.   

Copies of the proposed Rules can be reviewed clicking on one of the versions below. There are two parts for each type of care, Family Child Care Homes and Large Family Child Care Home.  Each set of proposed Rules is presented in two separate formats.  The official Registry of Regulations (RR) versions contain edits – strikethrough indicates that OCCL is proposing to delete or move this to another section and underlined means that OCCL is proposing to add something new or move something already in Delacare Requirements from another section.  A User-Friendly (UF), easy to read version does not contain edits but has all changes in the order as proposed.  The User-Friendly version is what the Rules will look like when adopted.  
Register of Regulations Version


User-Friendly (UF) Version
Family Child Care Part 1 RR



Family Child Care Part 1 UF
Family Child Care Part 2 RR



Family Child Care Part 2 UF
Large Family Child Care Part 1 RR


Large Family Child Care Part 1 UF
Large Family Child Care Part 2 RR


Large Family Child Care Part 2 UF
INFORMATIONAL MEETING SCHEDULE 

Date:  
Monday, December 10, 2007






Time:
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.





Place: PACTT (at the Child Care Center) at Sussex Technical High School 

17099 County Seat Highway

Georgetown, DE 19947



Date:
Wednesday, December 12, 2007 









Time: 
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.





Place: John W. Collette Education Resource Center

35 Commerce Way

Dover, DE 19904







Date: 
Thursday, December 13, 2007




Time: 
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.





Place: Woodlawn Public Library

2020 West 9th Street

Wilmington, DE 19805




Date: 
Saturday, December 15, 2007






Time: 
10 a.m. – Noon





Place: Girl Scouts Chesapeake Council

501 S. College Avenue

Newark, DE 19713




If any Family Child Care and Large Family Child Care Providers are interested in participating, contact Lynn Jezyk by telephone at 892-4574 or email at Lynn.Jezyk@state.de.us to confirm attendance before the scheduled meeting date. This is not considered a training session and clock hours will not be offered.  

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE

For those wanting to offer verbal comments, the Public Hearings are scheduled as follows:

Date: 
Monday, January 7, 2008

Time: 
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Place: Stockley Center - All Star Auditorium

26351 Patriot’s Way


Georgetown, DE 19947

Date: 
Tuesday, January 8, 2008
Time:
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Place:
Bear Public Library


101 Governor’s Place


Bear, DE 19701

Date:
Wednesday, January 9, 2008
Time:
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Place:
Department of Natural Resources & Environmental Control (DNREC) Auditorium


89 Kings Highway

Dover, DE 19901

Date:
Thursday, January 10, 2008
Time:
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Place:
Woodlawn Public Library


2020 West 9th Street


Wilmington, DE 19805

For information on cancellations of the Informational Meetings or Public Hearings due to bad weather or an unforeseen event, please check this website or call the OCCL office in Wilmington, 892-5800 or Dover, 739-5487 or listen to your local radio station.

