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K-5 Early Intervention Program Among Top 50 Innovations in Government

Program also a semifinalist for the Annie E. Casey Innovations Award in Children and Family System Reform

DOVER— The Delaware Children’s Department’s K-5 Early Intervention Program is among the list of Top 50 Government Innovations announced by the Ash Institute for Democratic Governance and Innovation at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. As one of the Top 50 Government Innovations, the program will compete for one of six 2009 Innovations in American Government Awards. The K-5 Early Intervention program has also been named as one of six semifinalists for the Annie E. Casey Innovations Award in Children and Family System Reform. 

“It is always wonderful to see the hard work of our State employees being recognized,” said Governor Jack Markell. “What’s even more rewarding, though, is the positive outcomes this program has provided for the children and families it serves.”

The K-5 Early Intervention Program (formally the K-3 Program) is a collaborative effort between the Delaware Children’s Department and the Department of Education. It was developed in 1996 in an effort to improve the school environment for children. The family crisis therapists within the program address issues within the home that may affect performance in the classroom. The goal is to enable families to support the social and academic growth and the healthy development of children so they may attain positive outcomes in school. 

“Prevention and early intervention are two major components of the work we do,” said Children’s Department Secretary Vivian Rapposelli. “It is a win for us and a win for Delaware’s children and families if we can work to keep them out of our care in their own neighborhoods and communities. The K-5 program is an excellent example of our efforts to do just that.” 

The 2009 Innovations winners will be announced in September. The winner of the Innovations Award in Children and Family System Reform will receive $100,000 toward replication and dissemination of the program’s innovative initiative to jurisdictions nationwide. 
On any given day, the Delaware Children’s Department provides services to approximately 8,000 children who have been abused, neglected, abandoned, dependent, or have mental health or substance abuse problems, and/or have been adjudicated delinquent by the Courts. Over 22,000 unduplicated children receive services each year through the Delaware Children’s Department. Thousands more received services from the Department through home-, community-, or school-based prevention and early intervention programs, and child care licensing. For more information, please visit http://www.kids.delaware.gov or www.thinkofthechildfirst.com.

Our Mission: The Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth & Their Families provides leadership and advocacy for all of Delaware’s children, while endorsing a holistic approach to enable children to reach their fullest potential.
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