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Recent Child Death Underscores Importance of Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline
Wilmington—The recent death of a 16-month-old child serves as a grim reminder of the need for concerned citizens to utilize the state’s 24-hour child abuse and neglect hotline. Anyone suspecting that a child is being abused or neglected can call 1(800) 292-9582, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. All calls remain anonymous. 
“We mourn any time a child’s life is taken. This tragedy is no different. Each of us can play a role to reduce this terrible crime,” said Gov. Jack Markell, the father of two. “By encouraging and reminding the community to pick up the phone and report suspected neglect or abuse, we may be able to save a child’s life.”
Certain information is needed when making a report to the hotline. Callers are encouraged to have the name, age and gender of the child – along with the names of the parents or caretakers. They should also, if possible, have the address, phone number and /or directions to the family’s home or the location of the child; a description of the suspected abuse or neglect; and the current condition of the child. 

“We, as a community, have an obligation to children who don't have voices and are suffering in silence,” said Vivian Rapposelli, Secretary of the Delaware Children’s Department. “We ask that you join our efforts to keep them safe and that we not let them down.”
In 2008, the Department investigated over 6,000 reports of abuse or neglect. About one-fourth of the reports investigated were substantiated.
On any given day, the Delaware Children’s Department provides services to approximately 9,000 children who have been abused, neglected, abandoned, dependent, or have mental health or substance abuse problems, and/or have be adjudicated delinquent by the Courts. Over 22,000 unduplicated children receive services each year through the Delaware Children’s Department. Thousands more Delaware children receive services from the Department through home-, community-, or school-based prevention and early intervention programs, and child care licensing.

Our Mission: The Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth & Their Families provides leadership and advocacy for all of Delaware’s children, while endorsing a holistic approach to enable children to reach their fullest potential.

For more information, please visit www.kids.delaware.gov or www.ThinkOfTheChildFirst.com
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