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Children’s Department Shares Accomplishments, Addresses Challenges at JFC
DOVER—The Department of Services for Children, Youth, and Their Families, more commonly referred to as the Children’s Department, today highlighted four key areas of focus during its presentation to the Joint Finance Committee – smarter budgeting, smarter sizing, smarter spending and smarter management. 
“We must think in new ways and be unafraid to make dramatic changes when necessary to fulfill our mission,” said Cabinet Secretary Vivian Rapposelli. “This requires intense effort, but is a necessity if we are to weather these difficult times. We cannot do business as usual or simply fine tune what exists.”
Highlights of the Children’s Department’s on-going success included demonstrated growth in the number of youth in care successfully earning their GED (more than doubling from 15 in the 05-06 school year to 31 in 07-08), increased services to children by the Division of Child Mental Health Services (six percent increase from FY07 to FY08 and an increase of nearly 30% over the last six years), and finalized adoptions for 240 children from FY07 to FY08.  
Despite the long list of accomplishments, the Children’s Department expressed concern for the challenges ahead.

“Across the Children’s Department, we have seen an increase in the demand for services to meet more complex needs,” said Secretary Rapposelli. “In FY08, we experienced a 17% increase in the number of reports of abuse, neglect and dependency over the previous fiscal year. Despite the capacity that has been built, we continue to have waiting lists for mental health assessments, and although significant improvements we achieved through the Community Services Reengineering initiative in the Division of Youth Rehabilitative Services, caseloads remain too high for the demands placed on juvenile probation officers.”
Despite these challenges, Secretary Rapposelli expressed she is eager to begin working on solutions to improve and strengthen the services the Children’s Department provides to Delaware’s children and families. 

On any given day, the Delaware Children’s Department provides services to approximately 8,000 children who have been abused, neglected, abandoned, dependent, or have mental health or substance abuse problems, and/or have been adjudicated delinquent by the Courts. Over 22,000 unduplicated children receive services each year through the Delaware Children’s Department. Thousands more received services from the Department through home-, community-, or school-based prevention and early intervention programs, and child care licensing. For more information, please visit http://www.kids.delaware.gov or www.thinkofthechildfirst.com.

Our Mission: The Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth & Their Families provides leadership and advocacy for all of Delaware’s children, while endorsing a holistic approach to enable children to reach their fullest potential.
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