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Delaware’s First Lady Thanks Staff, Visits Youth at Children’s Department
WILMINGTON—Delaware’s First Lady, Carla Markell, visited the Children’s Department today to share with staff her appreciation for their hard work to help the state’s youth during these historically challenging times. Mrs. Markell greeted and thanked staff as she toured several facilities including the Terry Center, Ferris School and New Castle County Detention Center. 

“Every child in Delaware deserves an opportunity for success,” Markell said. “As I met with staff it was extremely evident how dedicated they are to helping shape bright futures for the often fragile and vulnerable kids in their care.”

Mrs. Markell also had an opportunity to interact with youth at many of the facilities she visited and was presented with a piece of original artwork by a young man involved with the fine arts program at Ferris School. Students at Ferris have produced award winning artwork and many pieces have been showcased at locations around the State including the Grand Opera House in Wilmington.

“One of my goals is to work with the community and engage them in how they can help our youth,” Markell added. “Whether it’s through donating goods or services to the Children’s Department or being open to providing youth with educational or vocational opportunities once they have transitioned back into their neighborhoods, community organizations can play a vital role in the overall success of Delaware’s children.” 

 “We’re honored that Mrs. Markell came to visit our facilities and pleased she took time to thank our staff and meet the children in our care,” added Secretary Vivian Rapposelli. “Her support towards the mission of our Department will benefit so many youth across the State.” 
On any given day, the Delaware Children’s Department provides services to approximately 8,000 children who have been abused, neglected, abandoned, dependent, or have mental health or substance abuse problems, and/or have been adjudicated delinquent by the Courts. Over 22,000 unduplicated children receive services each year through the Delaware Children’s Department. Thousands more received services from the Department through home-, community-, or school-based prevention and early intervention programs, and child care licensing. For more information, please visit http://www.kids.delaware.gov or www.thinkofthechildfirst.com.

Our Mission: The Delaware Department of Services for Children, Youth & Their Families provides leadership and advocacy for all of Delaware’s children, while endorsing a holistic approach to enable children to reach their fullest potential.
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