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Vision: Providing a Voice for Youth in Foster Care 

Mission:  The Delaware Youth Advisory Council is an organization of current and former foster care youth that provides a 
safe environment for youth to share opinions and learn leadership skills by planning and developing activities to enhance the 
organization, foster care system, independent living program and community.   

Meetings are held the third Wednesday of every month from 6 to 8pm at Because We Care School in Dover. 

Officers  

President: Lorri M.  Vice President: Maegan S.  

Secretary: Tabitha H. Treasurer: Maegan S. 

Parliamentarian: Kimberly L. 

About YAC (Youth Advisory Council)  

Dr. Donna Blakey, Training Administrator, attended the March YAC meeting.  We gave her our opinions 
on what we think foster parents should be trained on when they plan on fostering teens.  A lot of the kids 
want foster parents to know that they are normal, just like any other child, only with a different place-
ment.  Foster care is hard enough to be in, let alone obtain a label or get treated differently than others.  
Hopefully these ideas will help improve foster care in the future which is what our purpose is as a whole. 
 
Not only were we visited by Dr. Donna Blakey, but we will also be meeting with the DE Family Court 
Judges to share how we feel and what we experience as foster teens.  This should take place at the April 
meeting.  So congratulations Delaware's Youth Advisory Council, we are finally making a difference in the 
lives of foster youth!                                         by  Maegan S. 

Dr. Donna Blakey Sharing our ideas 

Recently the Delaware Youth Advisory Council was nominated for the 2009 Governor’s Youth Volunteer Service Award.  
Although there were many different categories for this award, YAC was nominated for the category of Community Service.  
There have been many statewide projects that YAC has been consistently involved with, including Habitat for Humanity and 
Adopt-A-Highway.  Because of YAC’s outstanding commitment to the Delaware community, the group was chosen as one of 
the winners for the Governor’s Award!!!  The YAC group will be honored, as well as all of the other winners, on April 23rd, 
2009 at the Dover Downs Hotel.  Representatives of the YAC group will be presented with certificates by the Governor, and 
also a plaque!  Congratulations to ALL members of the Youth Advisory Council!  You are great examples to your peers and 
even those younger and older.  Your unselfish acts have not gone unnoticed.                        by Bahu Gilliam, YAC Advisor 
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YAC Activities  

S.T.E.P.S Meeting 

 

My first S.T.E.P.S meeting was a great one.  Laura Pepper (DFS), Louise Kinsler (Foster Parent), 
Maria Theil (DFS), Cynthia Hritz (Mother), Perry Hood (CASA), and Jodi DiGiovanni 
(Counselor) attended.  My independent worker was supposed to be there, but she couldn’t make 
it.  My meeting was to help me once I turn eighteen.  This meeting was also to get an idea of 
what I am going to be doing once I do turn eighteen.  I’m glad I had many people there to help 
me and I’m hoping they will always be there to help me through everything.     
  by Tabby H. 

On Saturday, April 4, 2009, ten YAC members and three Advisors, volunteered at Habitat ReStore in George-
town, DE.  It was the ReStore’s one year anniversary.  The Habitat ReStore is a recycling center for selling new, 
surplus, or gently used donated useable building materials, fixtures, furniture, tools and appliances for re-sale to 
the public at 60% or more below retail.  Members and Advisors dusted off inventory, cleaned shelves, opened 
cabinet boxes, measured the cabinets for sale, moved inventory for display, swept, and served refreshments.  The 
youth worked very hard and were dirty by the end of the day.  Denise Jackson of the ReStore presented each 
youth with a certificate for working 5 volunteer hours and a Habitat T-Shirt.  These youth are to be commended 
for giving up their entire Saturday to give back to the community. 

YAC Volunteers:  Tabby H., Courtney C., Lorri M., Myiesha M., Quentin J., Maegan S., Keishla F., Christine L., Kim 
L., & Khyla R.  YAC Advisors:  Tasha Hynson, Kia Clarke, & Laura Pepper 
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Work From Our Own Artists  

**To have your work and/or accomplishments published in the next edition, simply send an email to:  
laura.pepper@state.de.us,  Attn:  YAC Newsletter.  Or give your work to your caseworker or IL worker.**  

Randy S. Kristin S. 

Keishla F. 
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**If you have an accomplishment/achievement you would like to have recognized, notify your caseworker, IL worker, or e-mail 
laura.pepper@state.de.us** 

YAC All Stars 

Honor Roll:  April S. Christine L., Maegan S., Courtney C., Dejaniera W. 

Sports Accomplishments:  Jalil D.—Milford High School Wrestling All State Second Team; Dejaniera W.—Milford High School Softball 
Team. 

Jalil D. is the recipient of the 2009 United Cerebral Palsy of Delaware & Wilmington Blue Rocks Youth Inspiration Award.   

Maegan S. is ranked number 4 out of 317 kids in Polytech!  Currently a praise dancer for the Bread of Life church.  They did a benefit 
for the AIDS foundation and also danced at the 76er game on 03/31/09.  Maegan is also on the softball team for Dover Little League. 

Lorri M. currently works at Bob Evans in the community, also preparing to graduate high school.  She was recently accepted into 
Goldey Beacom College and awarded a nice scholarship from them.  She is also a peer teacher at Fairview Elementary. 

Tabitha H. obtained her Driver’s License. 

Christine L. successfully presented her Senior project at Hodgson Vo-Tech. 

Justin R. is working at KFC/Taco Bell. 

Boyd S. is working at Burger King. 

Scott K. is active with the Civil Air Patrol. 

Upcoming Events 

July 16, 2009—R.O.P.E.S. Course at the Bethany Beach National Guard Training Site—Participate in team-building activi-
ties, rope activities, and climb a rock wall—all of which develop your self-esteem and self-confidence.  Afterwards, enjoy 
lunch at Grotto’s Pizza in Bethany Beach.  Thirty youth, ages 14 and older, can participate. 

August 5, 2009—7th Annual Delaware Teen Conference, Del-Tech Terry Campus, Dover, DE—Join other foster teens 
from across the state as you “Expressing Your Mind in 2009”.  Learn to advocate for yourself as you become independent.   
Workshops presented by the Twin Poets and Cheryl Cooper, DVCC.  

May 7, 2009—Business & Marketing Educational Day at Six Flags Great Adventure in NJ—learn what it takes to be 
financially successful in today’s world while also enjoying the many rides offered.  This Event was made possible 
through a generous donation from Dr. Donna Blakey’s parents, Rep. Donald Blakey & Mrs. Delores Blakey.  Thank 
you Rep. & Mrs. Blakey! 

May 7, 2009—Mental Health Awareness Day at Rita’s Italian Water Ice—Join Child Mental Health and 
Rita’s by handing out literature AND free water ice to the public to educate them on mental health 
issues.  This is a statewide event held at several Rita’s locations.   

June 20, 2009—Adopt-A-Highway, Dover, DE—YAC has adopted a highway in the Dover area.  Our annual 
clean-up is scheduled for Saturday, June 20, 2009. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
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