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Upcoming Events 4 The 6th annual Delaware Independent Living Youth Conference was held on Wednesday, August 6,

Volunteer Opportunities 2008, at Del-Tech Terry Campus in Dover. Approximately 125 youth were in attendance. Youth at-

tended two workshops in the morning. The first one taught financial skills and was presented by Com-

merce Bank. Presentation and interviewing skills were taught during the second workshop by the Office
of Management & Budget. After lunch, a panel discussion was held where youth could ask questions of
the panel about foster care and/or independent living. The panel was comprised of Laura Miles
(Deputy Director of DFS), John Bates (Foster Care Program Manager), Cynthia Bryant-Harrell (Foster
Care Coordinator Supervisor), Truman Bolden (ILP Program Manager), The Honorable Kenneth M.
Millman (Sussex County Family Court Judge), and Angela Fowler (Office of the Child Advocate). The
panel discussion was a hit with the youth and the panel. Following the discussion, line dance lessons
were given for those who wished to participate.

Six YAC members: Steven D., Jalil D., Lorri M., Tabitha H., Christella S-J., Travia
Y. and two staff members: Kia Clarke & Chajuan Brooks attended the National
Youth Leadership Development Conference in Chevy Chase, MD from August 14,
through August 17. There were three speakers during the conference. Tabitha H.
summed up the conference: “through my experience at this conference I know that I can make
a difference for any youth that comes into foster care and don’t understand or feel uncomfortable
with what is going on in their foster care system. Also, through all the stories that the speakers told,
I felt that I could make a stand and help anyone. The main question that I asked myself during this

conference was, how can I make a difference for someone? The answer came to me every time |

heard one of the speakers. All I have to do to make a difference is to speak my mind and let people
know what is going on with other foster children that haven’t been heard and let them know that
they can be heard.”

About YAC (Youth Advisory Council)

Vision: Providing a Voice for Youth in Foster Care

Mission: The Delaware Youth Advisory Council is an organization of current and former foster care youth that provides a
safe environment for youth to share opinions and learn leadership skills by planning and developing activities to enhance the
organization, foster care system, independent living program and community.

Meetings are held the third Wednesday of every month from 6 to 8pm at Because We Care School in Dover.

Officers
President: Gordon C. Vice President:  Lorri M.
Secretary: Tabitha H. Treasurer: Maegan S.

Parliamentarian: Kimberly L.
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YAC Activities

YAC members and staff cleaned “our highway” on
June 14, 2008. We collected several bags of trash.
Although it was a dirty job, we enjoyed doing it
because we knew we were making a difference for
the environment. After cleaning, we all had
brunch at the Golden Corral in Dover.

|
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Just one week after cleaning “our highway,” we were getting dirty again on June 21, 2008, working for Habitat
for Humanity in Sussex County. We worked at Concord Village, a Habitat-built community, on a total of four
different homes. YAC members and staff painted, landscaped, did construction, and cleaned up the worksites.
After sweating and laboring for three hours, we enjoyed lunch at Grotto’s in Seaford.

On July 10, 2008, we participated in the ROPES Course at Bethany
Beach National Guard Training Site. Once again, we had a great
time challenging and pushing ourselves to achieve tasks we didn’t
think were possible. The National Guard staff were wonderful and
we all really enjoyed ourselves. After participating in the course, we
enjoyed lunch at Grotto’s in Bethany Beach. The National Guard
staff also joined us for lunch. Following lunch, we spent a couple of
hours on the boardwalk at Bethany Beach.

............................
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Work From Our Own Artists

What [ thought I had was nothing at all.

What I thought was helpful only helped me fall.
Although I don’t possess a bad memory of her,

She is the action that has caused bad memories after her.
Who is to give up on a child that knew no better?

Do my daily struggles even effect her whatsoever?

My eyes meet her eyes, but my heart meets the floor.

No matter how much I need her, she cannot be found.
She should see me and realize my heart is torn.

My voice should be more than a sound with words.

Courtney C.

Legislation Monitoring

Governor Ruth Ann Minner just signed a new law that will allow social workers to sign the needed driver’s education forms. DFS
administration is currently developing policy around this new law to enable foster children to obtain their licenses when their peers do.

The College Opportunity and Affordability Act is signed into law

On July 31, 2008, before its summer recess, Congress passed the College Opportunity and Affordability Act of 2008 (H.R. 4137: H. Rept. 110-803).
This marked the end of a ten-year effort to reauthorize the Higher Education Act and a five-year effort by Casey Family Programs to call special
attention to youth in foster care. Several changes in the law affect youth in foster care and students earning their degrees in social work. The law
makes it easier for youth in foster care to access federal programs such as TRIO and Gear Up, which help youth from disadvantaged backgrounds
enter and succeed in college. It also expands programs to provide more targeted services for these youth, mirroring recommendations Casey made in

2003 in the policy paper Higher Education Reform: Incorporating the Needs of Foster Youth. The reauthorization also:
®  Provides new housing services for students who are (or were) homeless and those who are in (or are aging out of) foster care

®  Makes it easier for youth formerly in foster care (and who exit through guardianship, adoption or because they age out) to access federal financial

aid by amending and clarifying the definition of independent student

®  (Creates a new program that allows loan forgiveness for social workers who work for public or private child welfare agencies President Bush
signed the bill into law on August 15, 2008. Next, the Department of Education will create regulations for implementation. In addition, the new

loan forgiveness program must be funded as part of the annual appropriations process.

**To have your work and/or accomplishments published in the next addition, simply send an email to: _
laura.pepper@state.de.us, Attn: YAC Newsletter. Or give your work to your caseworker or IL worker.** FI RST‘
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Upcoming Events

Beginning with our September 2008 YAC meeting through our November 2008 meeting, we will be having Speaker’s Bureau training. Tracy
Lazar of the YMCA will be the instructor. Three YAC members have previously completed Ms. Lazar’s training and have had nothing but
positive things to say about it. The training helped them in school, employment, and public speaking. So, if you are interested in completing
this training, it is very important that you attend all three meetings. Members who complete this training may be asked to speak throughout

the state on behalf of issues that concern youth in foster care.

YAC has produced a PowerPoint presentation that highlights and showcases what YAC is all about. This presentation is available to any
member who wishes to use it to spread the word regarding YAC, i.e. who we are, what we do, and what we plan to accomplish in the future.

See a staff member if interested in borrowing this presentation.

Coming Soon—The much anticipated Resource Guide developed by our own YAC members!
The cover was designed by Maegan S., YAC Treasurer. It is in the process of being published
and will be available for distribution in the very near future.

Elections of new YAC officers were held on July 16, 2008. New officers were announced at the Delaware Independent
Living Youth Conference on August 6, 2008. The new officers will begin their official duties with the September 2008

meeting. Congratulations: President: Gordon C. Vice President:  Lorri M.

Secretary: Tabitha H. Treasurer: Maegan S. Parliamentarian: Kimberly L.

Volunteer Opportunities

TBA—Adopt-A-Highway, Dover. Our second clean-up will be scheduled for sometime in the fall.

TBA—Habitat for Humanity in Sussex County. We will be working on either another construction
build or in the ReStore Warehouse.

Q
LY. Y

Y " 2 g “B TBA—The Holiday Season is fast approaching and YAC is often asked to assist at various functions
throughout the state.

**If interested in attending and participating in any of the above events and/or opportunities, notify your caseworker, IL worker,

or e-mail laura.pepper@state.de.us** FI R ST
Ll
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